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Item 15 of the Provisional Agenda: Examination of the issue of admission of NGOs and non-profit-making organizations as observers

	Summary

The Committee, by its decision 2.COM 4, decided to pursue at its next session the examination of the issue of admission of non-governmental organizations and non-profit-making institutions as observers to its sessions, with the view to taking a decision on this matter.

Decision required: paragraph 10


1. In accordance with Article 8.2 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage [“the Convention”], the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage [“the Committee”] adopted, by its Decision 1.COM 2, its Rules of Procedure during its first session in Algiers, Algeria, in November 2006. 

2. At its first extraordinary session in Chengdu, China, in May 2007 and with a view to allowing the admission of Macao Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China, Associate Member of UNESCO, as an observer, the Committee decided to suspend Rule 8 of its Rules of Procedure (Decision 1.EXT.COM 4). As other questions were raised on the subject of admission of observers at Committee sessions, the Committee also decided to adopt an extraordinary procedure for its next session and to pursue further examination of this issue (1.EXT.COM 4 bis).

3. During its second session in Tokyo in September 2007, the Committee examined a proposed amendment to Rule 8 of its Rules of Procedure prepared by the Secretariat with the aim of clarifying the procedure for admission of observers so as to take into account, inter alia, the situation of Associate Members of UNESCO, as well as that of Member States of the Organization not yet party to the Convention. The Secretariat also called the Committee’s attention to the situation of NGOs and institutions who might wish to attend the sessions without having been invited. 

4. The Committee created a working group comprising Algeria, China, France, Gabon, Hungary and Mexico to prepare a draft decision on this issue. Following discussion, the Working Group recommended that the Committee make no change to Rule 8 of its Rules of Procedure but adopt an extraordinary procedure similar to that adopted at Chengdu that would be applicable for its next session. The Committee then adopted Decision 2.COM 4 which echoed, for the most part, the procedure that was adopted in Chengdu. 

5. After having suspended, in its paragraph 7, the applicable paragraphs of Rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure, the Committee in Decision 2.COM 4 invited the Secretariat of the United Nations and the organizations of the United Nations system to participate as observers at its sessions, and decided that a written request to the Secretariat is necessary for States non party to the Convention but Member States of UNESCO or the United Nations, Observer Missions to UNESCO, Associate Members of UNESCO and intergovernmental organizations (other than the United Nations and the organizations of the United Nations system) that have expressed their wish to participate as observers at the next session of the Committee (Decision 2.COM 4, paragraphs 3 and 4).

6. By the same decision, the Committee invited States Parties to the Convention to submit names of local, national, regional and international non-governmental organizations, active in the fields covered by the Convention, that could participate as observers in its present session (Decision 2.COM 4, paragraph 5).

7. The Committee further requested the Secretariat to establish a provisional list of non-governmental organizations and non-profit-making institutions active in the fields covered by the Convention (Decision 2.COM 4, paragraph 6), and in particular Article 2 thereof, in cooperation with States Parties to the Convention. The Secretariat compiled a provisional list that is available for consultation on the web site of the Convention and which will be updated regularly.

8. The Chairperson of the Committee was authorized, on an exceptional basis, to request the Director-General to invite those non-governmental organizations and non-profit-making institutions, at least two months in advance, to participate as observers at the next session of the Committee (Decision 2.COM 4, paragraphs 8 and 9).

9. The Committee finally decided to continue to examine, during its present session, the issue of admission of non-governmental organizations and non-profit-making institutions as observers with a view to taking a decision on this matter (Decision 2.COM 4, paragraph 10). 

10. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision: 

DRAFT DECISION 2.EXT.COM 15
The Committee,

1. Having examined Document ITH/08/2.EXT.COM/CONF.201/15;

2. Recalling its Decisions 1.EXT.COM 4 bis and 2.COM 4;

3. Decides to apply the same procedure as that used for the present session for the admission of observers to its third session;

4. [Establishes a subsidiary body and adopts its terms of reference as annexed below, in accordance with Rule 21 of its Rules of Procedure, to examine the issue of the admission of observers and to present a durable solution for discussion by the Committee at its third session;]
5. [Elects […] […] […] […] […] […] as members of this subsidiary body;]
6. Decides to continue to examine during its next session the issue of the admission of observers to its sessions.

	Annex: Draft terms of reference of the subsidiary body to be established by the Committee

	The subsidiary body:

	a.
	shall be composed of one Member State of each electoral group;

	b.
	shall elect its Chairperson and, if necessary, its Vice-Chairperson(s) and its Rapporteur;

	c.
	shall examine the issue of the admission of observers to the meetings of the Committee in order to devise a durable solution to this matter;

	d.
	shall submit its recommended solution to the Committee at its third session and then cease to exist.


